Healthcare and economic impact.
This chapter reviews the current model of HIV patient care and its economic impact. There are clinical and geographical differences in the care HIV patients receive and a need to develop new models of comprehen-sive HIV care has been identified. HIV infection in Spain is an important and expensive public health problem. The main costs are due to an-tiretroviral therapy, indirect costs and the cost of admission, consultation and diagnostic testing. A strong correlation between severity and cost has been identified. Patients diagnosed late have a poorer clinical course, increased mortality and require more medical and therapeutic resources. Early detection of the disease significantly improves the clinical outcomes of patients. The increased number of patients receiving treatment and their progressive ageing will increase costs of HIV healthcare in the coming years.